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Awards are nice, but the bikes are more fun for workers at Industrial Specialty Co. Inc.

The firm manufactures custom products from aluminum at its shop in the Forest Hills retail area and recently won a national award as a military sub-contractor.

Darrell Dapprich, company vice president of sales and marketing, is happy to show off the 2010 Supplier of the Year award from Elbit Systems of America, but he really beams when he talks about the company's custom products for the Can Am Spyder three-wheel motorcycle.

Standing by one of the bikes in the shop yard, he points to the custom applications his company made. There is the hand brake that adapts to the standard foot brake. Other accessories include expanded and enlarged floorboards, a drink holder and more.

"These are the only things we sell to the general public," he said.

He noted several workers had taken two of the company's three demonstrator bikes to a show in Florida recently, where the bikes and the extras were popular with buyers.

Most of Industrial Specialty's products are sold to other manufacturers, with about 60 percent of the end-users in the civilian market and 40 percent in the military market.

The company's biggest military application is a rugged housing for computers. It makes aluminum casings for laptops, desktops and other hardware.

Elbit assembles the computers, Dapprich said.

The company is happy to have the military work, he said, but it does not want to become too dependent on any single contract.

"That is a niche," he said. "We want to have a very diverse customer base."

Industrial Specialty makes just about any small part from aluminum that a customer requests, he said. He pointed to an in-house engineering center plus several buildings full of modern, as well as traditional, manufacturing machines.

Among the newest machines is a horizontal Computer Numeric Control machine. It quickly shaves out parts from blocks of aluminum.

The firm also has an aluminum anodizing building where aluminum parts are given a special coating.

The company employs 52 workers, with most of those involved in the manufacturing process.
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